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CONPIDENTIAL TANANARIVE 1088 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, MA 

SUBJ: PULLING STOPS AT DIEGO-SUAREZ 

REFS: A) COMIDEASTFOR 6631, P 2807 15Z JUL 73 
B) COMIDEASTFOR 79 1 , R 04 1 1 25Z AUG 73 

1. NOW THAT MALAGASY FONMIN RATSIRAKA HAS RETURNED FROM VISIT 
TO US, I TOOK UP WITH HIM, AUG 9, PROPOSED BRIEF REFUELING STOPS 
AT DIEGO-SUAREZ BY JONAS INGRAM ON SEPT 3 AND C. F. ADAMS ON 
SEPT 14. 

2. HIS INITIAL REACTION WAS THAT THESE DATES TO CLOSE TO SEPT 1 
DEADLINE POR WITHDRAWAL MOST FRENCH PORCES FROM DIEGO-SUAREZ TO 
BE ACCEPTABLE POLITICALLY. HE PROPOSED TAMATAVE AS ALTERNATIVE 
POR REPUELING. HE ALSO MADE POINT THAT PAYMENT FOR REFUELING 

AT DIEGO-SUAREZ STILL GOES TO FRENCH BUT WOULD BE MADE TO MALAGSY 
IP DONE AT TAMATAVE. 

3. 1 SAID COMIDEASTPOR HAD ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED PGOPOSING FOUR- 
SHIP TURNOVER AT DIEGO-SUAREZ POR EARLY SEPT, BUT THIS SHIPTED 
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GOMR WOULD NOT WANT REGULAR VISIT FOR SEVERAL DAYS OF FOUR SHIPS 
TO DIEGO-SUAREZ AT THIS JUNCTURE. I PROCEEDED TO STATE THAT WE 
HAD HOPED, HOWEVER, THAT BRIEF FUELING STOPS AT DIEGO-SUAREZ 
WOULD NOT RAISE SAME PROBLEMS FOR GOMR. I EXPLAINED WHY REFUEL- 
ING AT DIEGO-SUAREZ IS TECHNICALLY EASIER THAN AT TAMATAVE. 

4. HE THEN ASKED WHETHER BOTH VESSELS COULD NOT BE REFUELED ON 
SAME DATE AT DIEGO-SUAREZ. I EXPLAINED THIS DOES NOT APPEAR POSS- 
IBLE BECAUSE INGRAM IS ON WAY OUT OF INDIAN OCEAN AND ADAMS JUST 
COMING IN. 

5. HE FINALLY SAID HE WOULD ASK "GENERAL STAFF" (BY THAT I THINK 

HE MEANS DIRECTOR GEN OF GOVT AND PERHAPS HEAD OF GOVT GEN GRQJA 
ANANTSOA, SINCE DEE DEPT IS RUN OUT OF HEAD OF GOVT'S OFFICE) 
WHETHER IT WOULD AGREE TO SEPT 3 VISIT OF INGRAM. HE MAINTAINED 
SEPT 14 FUELING STOP OF ADAMS NOT NECESSARY BECAUSE IT COULD 
GO FROM PORT LOUIS TO DJIBOUTI WITHOUT REFUELING. SINCE I ASSUME 
RATSIRAKA, AS NAVAL OFFICER, KNOWS WHAT HE IS TALKING ABOUT, I 
DID NOT ARGUE THAT POINT. 

6. HE PROMISED SUPPLY ANSWER ON INGRAM SEPT 3 FUELING STOP AT 
DIEGO-SUAREZ. AS FOR ADAMS, I WOULD SUGGEST IT SCHEDULE REFUEL- 
ING AT TAMATAVE IF IT NEEDS TO JG SO BETWEEN PORT LOUIS AND 
DIJIBOUTI. 

MENDENHALL 
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